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Madam Chair, Your Excellency Minister Bakoyannis,
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me first convey warm regards from Foreign MisisOssur Skarphédinsson, who to his

regret was not able to attend this meeting.

| want to thank the Government of Greece for hawiongvened this informal meeting to
discuss how we can strengthen European Secunitg pave the way for a meaningful
outcome at the Ministerial Meeting in Athens. Aldowould like to thank you for the

hospitality with which you have received us her&aorfu.

Madam Chair,

In the context of the Security Architecture in Bueowith its network of organisations (UN,
OSCE, the EU, NATO, the Council of Europe) we hageeed upon a very large body of
norms to serve as guidelines in the conduct of retations. International law regulating
relations between states, and the relationship dmtvwstates and their own citizens, is also
very well established and it is more when it contesimplementation where gaps or

deficiences can be indentified.

We therefore need to strengthen the implementatibinternational law and our other
common commitments as well as work harder to ifierireas where we have common
interests and where cooperation is needed to isersecurity and stability in Europe. In this
regard | would like to mention disarmament and sarrontrol, as well as transnational

organized crime which by its very nature can tleeadhe foundations of democratic societies.

The OSCE is the natural forum for a dialogue whsbtlould encompasse a comprehensive

approach to security in all OSCE’s three dimensions

We should put every effort into solving protractamhflicts as well as strengthening conflict
prevention and conflict resolution. In this regéné Russia — Georgia conflict was a major
setback and the situation as it now stands willesremely hard to solve. Iceland is
convinced of the need for a continued cross-dimeatiOSCE presence in Georgia. Greater

international presence in Georgia is needed, 13at It is indeed inconsistent, that at this very



moment when we are discussing ways to increasepEarosecurity through international
cooperation, that we are unable to reach an agrgeameincreased international presence

where it is so obviously needed in order to resamm@ maintain peace in the region.

Our last point is that we should concentrate onmemensive security and on strengthening
democratic institutions, human rights and the oilaw. Human security should be central
to our continued dialogue. And most certainly pin@ciples of the Helsinki Accords that led

to the formation of this organisation should bespreed as well as reaffirmed.

Thank you Madame Chair



